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Kincardine commemorates Miners’ Strike 40th anniversary with unveiling of stained-glass window
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A huge stained-glass window created by local people to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Miners’ Strike is set to be unveiled to the public at Kincardine Library on 4 April at 4pm.
The window was designed and constructed by local members of the community over an 8-week period at Kincardine Community Centre. It will serve as a permanent and beautiful reminder of how the people of Fife came together to fight for their jobs and support each other through difficult times during and after the strike. 

The project, which received financial support from the Workers’ Educational Association, secured by Fife WEA members, and Kincardine Community Council was led by talented stained-glass artist and WEA tutor, Keira McLean.

Ray McCowan, WEA Director of Scotland said “WEA Scotland are delighted to support this project and the local members of the community who took part. The Miner’s Strike is an important part of Fife’s heritage and its impact is still felt to this day. The stained-glass window is a permanent and poignant reminder of this historical event.”

Kathleen Richardson, WEA Course Project Manager for Scotland said “The stained-glass window project was launched to encourage locals, most of whom are from mining backgrounds, to record their thoughts and feelings through a creative medium. Those who took part gained confidence through social interaction, learned new skills and now have a better understanding of local knowledge.” 


All are welcome to attend the event, and the programme is as follows: 
3.45 - Local BB band playing outside the library
4:00 – Welcome and introduction – Ray McCowan WEA Director for Scotland
4:10 – Keira McLean will unveil the window 
4:20 Donald Campbell – Ex striking miner, reflections
4:30 Poetry readings from Keira and Donald 
Ends

NOTES FOR EDITORS: 
 
1. The WEA (Workers’ Educational Association) is a charity dedicated to bringing high-quality professional education into the heart of communities. Last year we helped 34,602 students, with the support of nearly 1,260 volunteers, 900+ tutors and more than 7,000 members. They deliver friendly, accessible and enjoyable courses for adults from all walks of life.  
2. A third – 33 per cent – of WEA learners are under the age of 40. This figure is even higher among Black, minority ethnic and refugee learners: more than half – 52 per cent – are under 40.   
3. The WEA provides courses across three curriculum themes:  
a. Learning for life: to support learners with everyday activities, promote a social and preventative model of health and wellbeing, and broaden horizons through understanding cultures, identities and environments  
b. Learning for work: to develop confidence, understanding and skills, in order to help adults at all stages of their lives participate more fully in the world of work  
c. Learning that builds community: to combat social exclusion and promote active citizenship.  
 
For more information, see: www.wea.org.uk. The WEA’s impact report is available to read here: https://www.wea.org.uk/about-us/our-impact  
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