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Simon Parkinson is the CEO and General Secretary of the WEA, the leading adult education charity.

Simon joined the WEA from Co-operative College where he was Principle and CEO for 4 years and previously worked for 19 years at the Royal Mencap Society, including as Director of Education, Learning and Work. 

Passionate about education and its ability to empower and inspire, Simon believes that through working together, individuals can have a hugely positive impact on their own lives and the wider community.

Simon is involved in a range of external networks including being the Co-Chair of Solidar's Education and Learning Forum and Vice Chair of Solidar+. He is also an IFWEA Board member. 

Growing up in Salford, Simon attended both Salford University and Warwick University where he gained a master’s degree in public administration.

