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Multiply Community Grants 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)
1.  What is Multiply?
2.  What kind of organisations can apply for these grants?
3.  Who should benefit from the grants? 
4.  How much money is available per grant?
5.  How long is funding available?
6.  What activities can be funded through these grants? What cannot?
7.  Who do we apply to?
8.  What is the WEA?
9.  Is there any support or advice available to help us apply?
10.  How will decisions be made?
11.  How soon will we find out the result?
12.  What can we do if we are unsuccessful?
13.  What will we need to do if we are successful?
14.  How will the grant be paid?
15.  Any other questions?   If you have any other questions please get in touch with your local Multiply Grants Team.  For Lancashire please email multiplylancs@wea.ac.uk.  
1. What is Multiply?

The Government want to help people improve their ability to understand and use maths in daily life, home, and work. Whether that be improving household finances, helping children with homework, making more sense of the facts in the media, or improving numeracy skills specific to a line of work.  To achieve this, the UK Government have confirmed that they have committed the first priority of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund to Multiply.
Multiply can include a range of options such as free personal tutoring, digital training and flexible courses that fit around people’s lives and are tailored to specific needs, circumstances, sectors and industries.

WEA have been contracted by DfE, Liverpool City Region Combined Authority and Lancashire County Council to manage a Community Grant Programme for Multiply to enable third sector organisations to apply for funding to deliver projects in the region to support people to improve their numeracy skills.
2. What kind of organisations can apply for these grants?

This funding can only be awarded to third sector organisations run on a not-for-profit basis, including constituted community and voluntary groups, charities & social enterprises.  We may examine public information about Registered Charities, Companies Limited by Guarantee and Community Interest Companies (CICs) which apply.  Private Companies Limited by Shares cannot apply.
Community Interest Companies (CICs) Limited by SHARES should contact the Multiply Grants team prior to submitting an application
If you are unsure about your organisation status or have queries around your constitution or governing document please contact the Multiply Grants Team for further guidance prior to submitting your application.

Only organisations that have an annual turnover equal to or less than £1.5 million can apply.
We will not fund organisations whose governing documents allow profits or dividends to be shared among directors and employees.  In the case of Companies Limited by Guarantee or Community Interest Companies (CICs) your governing document should make it clear that any surplus is reinvested to support the aims of the organisation or other social purposes, and any assets are transferred for public benefit in the event of dissolution. 

To be eligible, your group should have been in existence for at least 12 months: we need to see an annual report covering your recent activities and achievements, and a published set of accounts for your last financial year.  
We want to see your most recent Annual Report to get some broader context of the work of your organisation, its activities and achievements. A Charity Annual Report, Community Interest Company CIC34 Report, or Directors Report and Accounts (providing there is a substantial paragraph on activity and achievements during the year) would all suffice. If you do not already have such a document, regardless of whether you are legally obliged to have one, we require you to submit a brief report (500 words max) covering your activities and achievements in the past twelve months.
In order to protect public funds, independent inspection, verification or auditing of Accounts for your last financial year, appropriate to your constitutional status and size of turnover, is required. If you consider your group should be exempt from such requirements (e.g. in the case of charities with a turnover of less than £10,000 which are not companies limited by guarantee) OR your organisation has only just been in operation for 12 months and you do not have your accounts available yet, you should contact the Multiply Grants Team in advance of submitting your application to check that the form of accounts you propose to submit will be acceptable. 
You are not eligible to apply if you are: 
•
Individuals (not representing a group) or groups that consist of one family

•
Statutory bodies 

•
Organisations distributing profits to members or shareholders
•
Grant making bodies applying for funding to redistribute to individuals or groups

•
Political groups
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3. Who should benefit from the grants? 
The programme is aimed at people, aged 19 years and over who do not have a Level 2 Maths qualification.
All participants should be either resident and/or working within the contract area (Lancashire County Council).
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4. How much money is available per grant?
Grants are available of between £10,000 - £25,000. 
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5. How long is the funding available?  
Funding is currently available until 28th February 2025.
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6. What kind of activities can be funded through these grants? What cannot?
DfE guidance is that the grants can support a wide range of activities including but not limited to: 

· Bitesize workshops to engage new learners
· Debt management

· Flexible functional skills qualifications (outside of the workplace)

· Functional skills in the workplace

· Intensive 12-week courses

· Remote/blended courses

· Courses for prisoners or for those recently released on licence

· Intensive short courses for the unemployed to achieve Maths at Entry or L1 or L2

· Financial awareness & budgeting skills for leavers of the care system

· Vocational courses

· Family numeracy

Multiply Community Grants cannot be used 
· For capital purchases (e.g. purchase of equipment) over £1,000 in total.  No individual item can be over £500.
· Projects that displace, replace and / or duplicate any existing adult numeracy provision such as activity funded through existing Adult Education Budget statutory entitlement for maths qualifications 
The funding applied for must be for the full cost of the proposed project, which should be additional to your normal programme of work. 
There is no expectation that you should find match funding for your grant from other sources (i.e. no other grant or monetary award should be involved in the funding of this activity – it must be separate).
For more details you can refer to the Application Form Guidance Notes.
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7. Who do we apply to? 

Please email your application to the Multiply Community Grants Team at Workers’ Educational Association.  

For Lancashire applications please email to: multiplylancs@wea.ac.uk
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8. What is the Workers’ Educational Association (WEA)?
The WEA is a charity and a recognised Institute of Adult Learning (IAL) under the Education Act, dedicated to lifelong learning and social justice. Founded in 1903, we provide accessible, community- based learning across England, delivered with and

through a wide range of local grassroots community partners.

We have classes in almost every area of England and Scotland. We also have a special mission to raise aspirations and develop educational opportunities for the most disadvantaged. This includes providing basic maths, English and IT skills for employment; courses to improve health and wellbeing; creative programmes to broaden horizons and community engagement activities that encourage active citizenship.
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9. Is there any support or advice available to help us apply? 

You may wish to speak to a local infrastructure support agency, such as a Council for Voluntary Service, or a regional support agency covering your specialist client group or area of activity. The Multiply Grants Team at WEA can only offer brief factual advice on the application process and cannot comment on the quality of your proposals.
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10. Can organisations apply for more than one grant?

No. Organisations can only apply for 1 grant* within the LCC contract area. 
*Grants or funding from Blackpool or Blackburn with Darwen are counted separately.
11. How will decisions be made about which projects to fund?

After the close of each grant round, the Multiply grants team at WEA will check applications for completeness, (including all required supporting documentation) and then refer each full application to a trained local grant panel. 
These panels will use a systematic process to score all applications, taking account of planned outcomes, track record, quality and value for money.  This panel will then recommend which applications should be funded, for how much, and on what conditions. The Project Steering Group (PSG) then meets to consider these recommendations and make the final decision. 

For details of how to apply to be a panel member and information on the remit and membership of the PSG please contact the Multiply Grants Team.
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12. How soon will we find out the result?

We are aiming to contact applicants within three weeks of the closing date of the grant round.
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13. What can we do if we are unsuccessful?

You will receive an email from us notifying you of the outcome of your application which will include brief general feedback from the panel on why your application has been unsuccessful. Due to high volumes of expected applications, we regret we are unable to enter into detailed individual discussions. 
If you are unhappy about any aspect of the process, please discuss it first with the Multiply grants team at WEA. If the matter cannot be resolved in this way, the WEA has a complaints procedure, which can be accessed via the link below:

https://www.wea.org.uk/about-us/policies
Or you can use the “Contact us” section on the website using the following link:

https://www.wea.org.uk/contact-us
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14. What will we need to do if we are successful?

If you are successful you will be invited to a mandatory induction meeting where we will outline next steps. This will also be where the monitoring and grant payment processes are explained in detail.  You will also have a 1:1 discussion with your WEA Project Manager.  You will then be required to sign the contract with the WEA, as the Multiply Community Grant awarding body, agreeing to the terms and conditions of grant awards and provide any necessary additional documents to be approved. You can start spending on your project from the day your contract is signed. 
You will also be provided with project management guidance and templates of documentation to be completed.  The Multiply grants team at WEA will be available to give continued information and support via telephone or email throughout the duration of your project and will also arrange regular project visits.
For fuller details see our Application Form Guidance Notes. 
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15. How will the grant be paid?

Grant monies will be paid in three instalments via BACS transfer. 

The initial payment, in advance, of 40% of your agreed project budget will be made once WEA as grant awarding body has received signed acceptance of the grant offer and all other required documentation. 

An interim payment of 30% will be paid once you can evidence that you have spent the initial funding and met project milestones.  A final grant payment of up to 30% will be made towards the end of the project once agreed paperwork has been submitted.  Please ensure you have considered your organisation’s cash flow in order to successfully complete the project. 
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