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WELCOME

Welcome to
Highway

W

elcome to the 2022 edition of
Highway, our magazine for the
WEA’s community of members,
donors and volunteers. We hope
you enjoy reading the wide
variety of stories in this latest
issue – there is plenty of food for thought and news to
keep you up to date.
We know you love to learn – that's why you are with
us. The WEA serves 30,000 learners and 6,000
members, each with slightly different motives, but all
convinced by the power of education. The WEA’s
mission is to bring that power in reach of everyone
who needs it. And there’s never been a more urgent
need as society adapts to the post-pandemic,
post-Brexit turbulent world.
You can play a role in helping us reach more people
who need our support. Please point them in our
direction, and amplify our beliefs if you have
empathy for the cause. Of course, if you like what you
read, then please do forward the magazine to at
least one friend, family member or colleague.
You can also stay connected with the WEA through
our social media channels or by signing up for branch
emails (through your student account) for local news
and course information if you haven’t already. Why
not share your experience of the WEA? It really does
help to shine a positive light on the work we do.

We will stay focused on delivering essential
education through our courses – providing learning
for life; for work; and local and topic based learning
networks that enrich and inspire that lifelong passion
for learning. And, of course, we will continue our
award-winning weekly lectures, which so many
members enjoy, often above all other member
benefits.
We look forward to seeing you all soon, in person one
day at a course, but until then face-to-face online.
Access to all your member benefits can be found at
wea.org.uk/members-home.

SIMON PARKINSON

CEO and General Secretary of the WEA
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Is there life
on Mars?
The question of whether life exists
on other planets has long fascinated
astronomers and science fiction writers.
It’s hard to look up at the night sky
without thinking: are we truly alone in
the universe?
WEA tutor Ann Bonell did an excellent job of
condensing 4.6 billion years of Mars' history into a
50-minute member lecture.
As our closest neighbour, and visible to the naked
eye, Mars has caught the imagination of humankind
for thousands of years. The Babylonians, Sumerians,
Egyptians and Greeks all kept records about the
familiar red light in the heavens. The Romans were so
impressed, they named it after their god of war.
Yet, the notion of whether Mars was populated by living
creatures – or even whole civilisations – is a relatively
modern phenomenon. With the arrival of telescopes in
the early 17th Century, astronomers were able to start
properly charting the planet’s movements and even
sketch what the surface looked like – or rather, give
their interpretation.

DID YOU
KNOW?
Mars is about half the size of the earth –
and twice the size of our moon. Its diameter
is about the width of the continent of Africa.
Mars is only 34 million miles from Earth
(at its closest).
Mars is known as the red planet due to the iron
compounds on the surface.
Mars is home to Olympus Mons, the largest
volcano in the solar system. At 22kms high, it is
over twice the height of Mount Everest and its
base would stretch across France.
The next Opposition, when Mars is most visible
from Earth, will be December 8th, 2022.
Valles Marineris, or Mariner Valley, is a vast
2,500-mile canyon system that would stretch
approximately from Los Angeles to Miami.
Four miles deep in places, it dwarfs the Grand
Canyon in Arizona (one mile deep).

Unlike Jupiter, with its many moons, or the bright rings
around Saturn, Mars has few discernible features visible
through small telescopes. But that didn’t stop the
astronomers of the day from making bold conjectures.
In 1636, the Italian star-gazer Francesco Fontana
proclaimed there was a black spot on Mars, which was
later called into question when he found a similar one
on Venus (owing perhaps to a mark on his lens).
Sir William Herschel, the German-English
astronomer who discovered Uranus,
identified the white polar markings on Mars
in 1781 – and concluded correctly that they
were ice caps. Recent expeditions to Mars have
found vast, dried-out lakes, which suggest
sufficient amounts of water to support life
existed in the past.

The notion that Mars
was populated is a
relatively modern
phenomenon
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Fast forward to 1877, and the quest to unravel the
Mars mystery took another turn. Another Italian,
Giovanni Virginio Schiaparelli, caught sight of a
network of lines and grooves on the planet surface
during a particularly good Opposition (when the
Sun, Earth and Mars are in a straight line). He called
his discovery canali (the Italian for channels), which
were mistranslated as canals in English. An American
enthusiast Percival Lowell took this idea of Martian
canals – and ran with it.
Lowell proclaimed to an awe-struck audience that the
canals were irrefutable proof of an irrigation system,
built to support intelligent beings. His books were best
sellers and he eventually burnt out on a coast-to-coast
lecture tour. But while Lowell had his followers, the
doubters soon rose up against him. Many of his peers
failed to see the canals. Schiaparelli commented that
Lowell should “rein in his imagination”.
In all likelihood, Lowell was confused by a simple
optical illusion, whereby the eye instinctively connects
dots with a line. However, he would have the last laugh,
as his speculations funded the Lowell Observatory in
Flagstaff, Arizona, which would discover the planet
Pluto in 1930.

A journey to Mars
and back would take
several years to
complete if we left
today
Who knows? Perhaps these capsules will prove the
existence of life. Or maybe the first living creatures will
be… humans? A journey to Mars and back would take
several years to complete, taking all the necessary
food, fuel and oxygen on board. However, the rapid
advances in space travel are changing what’s possible.
If history is a guide, there will be no lack of fascinated
volunteers, vying to set course for the red planet. Oo

As telescopes improved through the 20th Century,
the dream of discovering Martian populations
disappeared. Today, numerous satellites surround
the planet, sending back sharp images to Earth.
Several rovers are also exploring the surface
and reading vital signs with seismometers.
The first rock and dust samples are hoped
to return in the early 2030s, which will
greatly expand our understanding.

Inspired?
Keep an eye on our
social media for
our next thought
for the week
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WEA POLICY

Creating Opportunities
Manifesto Summer 2022

I

n Autumn 2021 we published a list of
ideas for how Government could better
support adult learners. Since then
the Skills Bill has moved forward and
the Levelling Up White Paper has been
published. We have updated our list as a
new Manifesto for Summer 2022.
Support for essential skills – especially
courses below A Level - should be a 		
core part of any future funding system
The total amount of funding available
for essential skills should not fall
below 2021/22 levels and should
return to 2010 levels by 2030
Financial barriers to essential skills
courses should be removed, especially
for those on Universal Credit and low
incomes
Providers and employers should work
together on Local Skills Plans to
address essential skills deficits
Government should invest in national
campaigns to increase participation,
encouraging everyone to gain
essential skills
But, most of all, we ask the UK Government,
Mayoral Combined Authorities and local Employer
Representative Bodies to work with the WEA to
reach those that need education most.
If you can help persuade decision-makers of
their chance to open up, rather than close down,
opportunities for our students, please do so.
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Background for the Creating
Opportunities Manifesto 2022
Support for essential skills should be a core part of
any future funding system.
The Department for Education has pledged to
simplify the funding system by introducing a single
fund which, will bring together several current
streams. However, it is not clear how funding for
essential skills courses will be handled in the new
system.
The reformed system will be further complicated by
the devolution of some adult education budgets to
new local and regional authorities. At the same time,
the new UK Shared Prosperity Fund will support some
skills funding.

The most disadvantaged learners could be
helped by amending Universal Credit rules so
that people who wish to take up training are
not penalised by loss of benefits.
People earning just above the Minimum
Wage may not be eligible to have the costs
of essential GCSE courses covered. Raising
the threshold even slightly would help more
learners on to fully supported courses.

Providers and employers should
work together on Local Skills Plans
to address essential skills deficits

It is crucial that as these reforms are rolled out
support for essential skills is not disrupted or
diminished. Providers should be clear where funding
support for their most disadvantaged learners can
be found.

Reforms in the current Skills Bill place a
new duty on providers to show how they
are meeting “local need”. Local employer
groups are being asked to draw up Local
Skills Improvement Plans. Employers and
providers should be supported to develop
new collaborative plans to address local skills
needs, including essential skills such as literacy,
numeracy and digital skills.

The total amount of funding available
for essential skills should not fall below
2021/22 levels and should return to 2010
levels by 2030

Government should invest in
national campaigns to increase
participation, encouraging everyone
to gain essential skills

Even taking into account the additional funding
announced in the 2021 Spending Review, the Institute
for Fiscal Studies estimates that by 2024–25, spending
on adult education will be one-third below 2009–10
levels.

According to the most recent Learning & Work
Institute Participation Survey, “only four in ten
adults are aware that free basic skills courses
are available, falling to 33 per cent of those
who left education at age 16”.

It is vital that the level of funding is not allowed to fall
further in coming years and that government should
seek to return levels of spending to 2010 levels if
possible.

We would like to see Government invest
in awareness campaigns to increase
participation, especially in the most
disadvantaged communities. Oo

Financial barriers to essential skills
courses should be removed especially for
those on Universal Credit and low incomes
25% of people who have not participated in learning
in the last three years cite cost as a barrier (Learning
& Work Institute Participation Survey 2021).
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I wanted to be one
of those teachers
WEA Fellow Bushra Nasir, CBE for services to education, became one of the first Muslim female headteachers
in the UK, transforming the results of a failing London secondary school. She discusses the need for lifelong
learning throughout society – and why it has tempted her out of retirement.

B

ushra learnt first-hand the challenges of working
in a tough secondary school as a science teacher
in 1980s East London. “Teaching a practical
subject like chemistry was more hands on and
interactive than a traditional ‘chalk and talk’ lesson. As
an Asian woman, I was something of a rarity too, which
made the kids curious about me. But I think my own
enthusiasm was quite infectious and helped to engage
kids who weren’t that interested in learning.”
Having arrived in London from Pakistan aged eight,
speaking no English, she felt the power of good
teaching. “They took special care of me. At grammar
school, I was so far behind the other children in Latin,
but my teacher sat with me every lunchtime until I
caught up. That dedication had a big impact on me. She
changed my life. I wanted to be one of those teachers.”

They took special care
of me. That dedication
had a big impact
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From her own experiences on the frontline of education,
Bushra has no doubt that every child – and adult too –
can learn in the right circumstances. “I wouldn't be in this
profession if I didn't believe that. Having a relationship
with even one teacher can prove significant. There was
some fascinating research of inmates on Death Row
in the US that found they lacked a single strong adult
relationship as children, whether in their family or wider
society. That really struck me. Pastoral support is critical
for schools. The extracurricular, informal connections
we make with children are so vital. Beyond education,
children can learn to sort out life's challenges that come
their way.”

Working with parents
Bushra’s career was almost exclusively in girls’ education,
and she remains committed to single-sex schools. “The
gap between girls and boys was vast when I started out,
especially in science, but it has closed during my lifetime,
and now girls have overtaken.”
In 1993, Bushra broke new ground as the first female
headteacher when she took over as headteacher at
Plashet school in the London borough of Newham.
Newham is one of the most deprived boroughs in the
country. And, the school Bushra inherited was a failing
school with around 1,300 students, where just a quarter
of girls gained five good passes in their GCSEs, including
English and Maths. By the time she left, 20 years later,
the results were at 74% and Plashet was held up as an
outstanding transformation story.

WEA PEOPLE

“It all came down to quality teaching and building close
relationships with the parents. We made them partners
in the learning, because a school can't do it on its own.
There was such a desire to help their daughters, but
parents didn’t know how. So, we provided parenting
classes. We also opened the school to offer a quiet place
to work out of hours, long before making schools more
accessible became part of the government agenda.”
Bushra shares the WEA belief that everybody deserves
a second chance in education. “It's never too late to
learn. At Plashet, we had a class assistant who was
extremely motivated to become a teacher. She had
married young and had two small children, but she
worked hard part-time to pass her A-Levels, get a
degree and then gain the teacher training qualification.
She eventually became a food technology teacher in our
school. It was a joy to see that journey happen. There
are so many teachers who come to teaching later in life,
bringing their life experiences, which are such an asset in
education.”
As another example, Bushra was recently contacted by
an ex-student in her thirties, who she remembers clearly
as “one of the worst” she had ever tried to teach. “She
was always in trouble. Whatever we told her, she did the
opposite. It was only during her second stretch in prison
that she embraced education. She now works as an
engineer for Transport for London. She wanted to thank
me for the words I said to her at school and for not giving
up on her. School was a horrible time for her, but she
appreciated that her teachers never stopped believing
in her. Now, she’s in a really good place, which is just
wonderful. Education can make a difference at all times
of life if there are open doors to walk through.”

No level playing field
Of course, Bushra understands well the importance
of learning English as a second language. “If you can’t
communicate, so much of life remains inaccessible. We
used to run classes in our school for parents and their
friends, just after or before school drop-off/pick-up. I’m

Bushra Nasir, CBE

Lifelong learning
is all about
putting yourself
in new situations

a true believer in using the school and the community as
a place of learning for adults. We've got the resources,
so why not use them?”
Bushra left Plashet in 2013, but her retirement didn’t
last. She has now returned to the frontline as a parttime CEO for the Drapers' Multi-Academy Trust in
Havering, overseeing four primary schools and an
11-18 secondary school. “I just got a bit bored, truth
be told. I wanted to use the knowledge I had built up
over 60 years. My role is not as demanding as the job of
headteacher, but I’m using my skills to help five schools,
which is a great privilege. During COVID, I enjoyed the
opportunity to help solve problems. I’m learning all the
time too, which I appreciate. Lifelong learning is all
about putting yourself in new situations.”
Is she optimistic still about secondary education in the
UK? “I do worry about the impact of COVID in widening
the digital divide between the haves and have-nots.
There’s no doubt that independent schools or schools
with more funding were better able to cope than those
in poorer areas. “
“The fact there is such a mixed picture in education
across the country is also a cause for concern in the
future. The need for adult education to help those who
struggled to learn at school will remain high. But I still
have huge enthusiasm for the power of learning to
change lives. When I think how education has changed
in my lifetime, especially for girls, it's hard not to feel
enthusiastic.” Oo
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WEA SCOTLAND

A home for the
WEA Scotland Archive

T

hanks to hours of work by staff,
volunteers and expert archivists key documents relating to over
a hundred years of WEA
Scotland's history, is now safely
secured in Glasgow Caledonian University's
Archive Centre.

Over a number of months, a team painstakingly
determined whether 400 boxes of material were of
significant legacy value and should be part of the
future WEA Scotland National Archive. The team
was made up of WEA Scotland staff and Christine
Ewing: a retired Ayrshire archivist, Kirstine Simpson: a
former WEA Scotland Manager, and Norman Newton:
a retired librarian and former member of the WEA
Council and Scotland Board.
Experts from the Highland Archives, Aberdeen
Archives, Edinburgh City Archives and Glasgow
Archives supported us to make the material
available to the National Archive Centre at Glasgow
Caledonian University.

In the process some real gems were uncovered,
including remnants of the P. M. Dott Memorial
Library - a subscription library of over a thousand
books curated by Eric Dott.
While imprisoned during the First World War as a
conscientious objector, Eric spent time debating
religion, philosophy, and politics - developing on
his father’s ideas of socialism. Once released, Eric
became a respected doctor working at the Royal
Hospital for sick children.
Following the death of his father, Peter McOmish
Dott, Eric administered the profits of his father’s art
dealership for the benefit of socialism. He also built
the Memorial Library, which made an important
contribution to non-partisan political life in Edinburgh
in the 1930s and 1940s, at one point serving over a
thousand users. Part of that library was later gifted to
the WEA.
We are very grateful to Glasgow Caledonian
University for keeping our rich history secure in their
archive centre. If you wish to find out more please
email archives@gcu.ac.uk Oo

The P.M.Dott
Memorial Library
made an important
contribution to
political life in
Edinburgh in 1930's
and 1940's
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Gaining
independence
and ambition

Go and do a course. The WEA
make it easy for you to learn
and give you support. I had
support and my English has
improved a lot. I can dream of
a better future

S

hamim Hussain,
featuring on our front
cover, came to the UK
in 2004, and worked
in a restaurant. He became a
father to a daughter in 2015.
Then shortly after, in 2016, his
wife was in a car accident which
left her with severe injuries,
meaning Shamim had to give
up work to care for her full time.
There were a lot of challenges
to face with little English.

When Shamim came to the WEA,
he wasn’t at all confident with
his English, which meant he was
dependant on others to ensure
the best care and support for his
family.
“I wanted a better and more
independent life for me and my

family where I didn't have to
completely rely on others for
help. I constantly needed to make
appointments and talk to the
doctor, school, etc. I was totally
dependent on an interpreter and it
wasn’t always possible to get one,
which meant long delays in getting
diagnoses and help.”

do a lot of things on my own. It’s
given me freedom.”

In January 2020, Shamim did
his first course with the WEA –
Together we learn – and he then
went on to embark on a series
of English as a second language
courses, he is currently completing
his Entry 2 Speaking and Listening.

Shamin is keen to encourage others
and to support their learning where
he can, sharing what he has learnt
himself. He was the first man on this
course in his area, but now others
have seen him benefit without
any stigma, more are following.
Shamim tells others,

Already, what he has learnt is
having an impact.
“My health and wellbeing has
improved a lot because I’m not
stressed all the time because I don’t
have to rely on other people. I can

This isn’t the end of Shamim’s
ambitions.
“I want my own business and
English is very important. Before
I thought I couldn’t do anything.
Now there is a possibility”

“Go and do a course. The WEA
make it easy for you to learn and
give you support. I had support and
my English has improved a lot. I can
dream of a better future.” Oo
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Work for us
Become a
WEA tutor

Education should be within reach of
everyone. This belief is central to our
work at the WEA. Our 1,000+ tutors
do an amazing job of making
education accessible to adults in their
local communities.
Our tutors enrich the lives of
thousands of students and help
create the welcoming and friendly
atmosphere experienced in every
WEA course.

Will you join them?
We’re looking for inspiring professionals
up and down the country to teach:
English, maths, ESOL, digital skills,
community interpreting, history,
literature, art, languages, parenting and
much more.
Aside from specialist knowledge, you
will have the skills to communicate with
learners and the flexibility to shape the
course around the needs of each group.

For further information visit
wea.org.uk/tutors
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EDUCATION

LEARN

something new from
the comfort of your
own home

W

hether you’re looking for a
challenge or want to keep
your mind engaged, we have
a wide variety of online cultural classes
taking place across the country ready
for you to join.
Besides being able to learn from anywhere, here
are a few reasons why online learning with the
WEA could work for you:
learn from our network of expert tutors 		
in our virtual learning environment
explore your subject interest further with 		
access to more course materials and resources
get support and help whenever you need 		
it from our tutors and student support 		
team
build friendships with classmates from across
the UK who share the same interests as you

Building my confidence
and preparing for my
new role, teaching me
the skills I needed

To help you kick-start productive online
learning, here are our top tips:
TEST YOUR KIT - Make sure you have
reliable and secure internet connection.
Test your microphone or webcam before
your sessions if you require them for your
course
STAY CONNECTED - many courses have
discussion areas where you can chat to
other students or your tutor if you’re unsure
or need a bit of extra guidance
SET GOALS - keep a positive mental
attitude by reminding yourself why you
chose the online course and set personal
goals

Start your online learning
journey with the WEA
Ask your tutor or our
friendly support
services team for
more details about
WEA Canvas,
our online
flexible learning
environment.

Browse our
courses on our
website
thewea.info/
courses
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The need
3.7 million

million people in the UK are in low paid or
insecure work

1

£338
million is the weekly
cost of poor

in three people who have no
qualifcations live in poverty

By 2030 over

30

numeracy to the UK
economy

7.1

million people have poor literacy skills

million people
will need to be
reskilled

43

My course built
my confidence
and prepared
me for my new
role
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%

of unemployed people have
poor mental health

I think the WEA
has been a
largely unknown
silent hero
during this year
of pandemic

WEA IMPACT

WEA Impact

36

%

of students stopped claiming
benefits within six months of
course completion

81

%

65

%

of unemployed students
found work after their
course ended

of students on employability courses felt their
course increased their motivation to find work

77% of BAMER students improved
job relevent skills

88% of ESOL students improved

skills in communication, language,
reading and writing

96% of

students said
their course
helped to keep
their minds
active

48% of

students felt
less isolated

The WEA tutors really
connect with our
clients, understanding
their circumstances
and challenge
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DR. WATSON:
THE ARCHETYPAL
LITERARY
SIDEKICK?

I

f we think of the ultimate
sidekick in literature, it’s hard
to look past Dr. John Watson,
the faithful accomplice in the
adventures of Sherlock Holmes
by Arthur Conan Doyle. In many
ways, he is the poster boy for the
role, displaying many of the classic
attributes that are mirrored in
other contenders such as Benvolio
(Romeo and Juliet), Horatio
(Hamlet), Jane Bennett (Pride &
Prejudice), and Ron and Hermione
(the Harry Potters), amongst so
many others.

WEA tutor Clare Jackson, explored ‘The
virtuous sidekick’ in our recent member
lecture. Here's what she shared:
Watson ticks the expected boxes of
being a secondary protagonist on the
same social footing as the hero. He has
a critical narrator role – even writing
the adventures in disgust at Holmes’
lack of celebrity in society. In doing
so, his character gives Conan Doyle a
mouthpiece to share his own reflections,
and arguably allows Conan Doyle to
comment on his own stylistic choices as
an author – Holmes comments more than
once on Watson’s tendency to dramatise.
How much is this Conan Doyle offering
comment on his own decisions as a writer?
The good doctor drives the plot forward,
offering his lesser intellect as a useful foil
to Holmes’ supreme powers of deduction.
Watson jumps to the more obvious
conclusions, teeing up Holmes for the
grand reveal. His character provides
moments of dramatic irony, tension
and comedy. He is also the perfect
bridge, tying together the narrative and
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connecting the eccentric Holmes to the
society he seeks to protect. Just as Jane
Bennett is more accepting and accessible
than her shrewd and judgmental sister
Elizabeth, so Watson provides a degree of
respite for the reader.
But there is more to Watson than meets
the eye. The two flatmates of 221b
Baker Street are not as different as first
impression suggests. Watson may be the
conservative, distinguished, Victorian
husband next to Holmes’ Bohemian,
narcissistic, egotistical loner – but he
doesn’t half enjoy the thrill of the hunt!
Watson throws himself into the Gothic
underworld of the age, gladly brandishing
a cudgel or pistol for good measure. In fact,
it’s rare to find an illustration of Watson
where he isn’t tooled up.

a few scenes to grab literary immortality.
But perhaps Conan Doyle recognised that
Holmes without Watson wasn’t Holmes at
all. Killing off Watson might have earned
the same wrath from his readers as when
he sent Holmes down the Reichenbach
Falls.
So, let's celebrate Watson as the
archetypal sidekick who brings his own
idiosyncrasies to a literary series that
captures the imagination of global
audiences to this day. Perhaps his real
charm is that he’s not that elementary,
after all? Oo

Watson also defies another of the
great expectations around sidekicks:
he doesn’t disappear. Usually, the
secondary protagonist must make
way – whether through death,
marriage or circumstance –
clearing the scene for the primary
to rise to the challenge on his/
her own. Of course, Watson
does not solve the crimes.
That would never do. He
leaves Holmes to his pipes and
reflection. But Watson survives.
Even when he marries, it is his
wife Mary who dies, not him. The
domestic must not get in the way of
the dramatic!
His tenacity is partly due to the
longevity of the series – Watson plays
his part across 50 books, while the
likes of Benvolio or Horatio have just
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FUNDRAISING

Want to give
someone else
the experience
you have loved?
LOUISA MCLELLAN - FUNDRAISING TEAM

W

e keep striving to find
new ways to raise
money to make sure
we can keep supporting people
to learn across the UK.
Over the last 12 months we have tried
lots of new ways to get people involved;
from people doing sponsored hula
hooping and cycles (not at the same
time!) to one of our Directors taking
to the hills on his bike to raise money for
our work.
We also ran a virtual gifts campaign
in December, finishing off 2021 with a
fundraising flourish!

There are lots of ways you could get
involved and raise money for the
education work you care about - here
are some ideas of how to get involved:
Organise an event
Could you, your family, and friends do a read-a-thon,
take part in a relay, or get together to sell some
crafts? Whatever you want to do, get in touch with
Louisa who can help you set up a fundraising page
and plan out your fundraising event.

Get out your trainers (or make your
sporty friends grab theirs!)
If you or any friends who have been lucky enough
to snag a spot in the London Marathon, or another
activity, then run, or ask them to run, for the WEA.
But it doesn’t have to be as far as that - with apps
like Couch To 5k and parkruns across the country,
beginners could pledge to run 5 or 10km by the end of
the year.

Make a donation
Whatever you choose to do, you
will be making sure even more
adults can access education, in
your area and across the country.
Get in touch with Louisa on
LMclellan@wea.org.uk for more
information and to talk through
ideas.
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If you’re passionate about education, but don’t
have the energy for the above - you can donate on
our JustGiving page (search Workers' Education
Association and we’ll come up). Whatever you can
spare will be gratefully appreciated, and you can
decide how you want to hear from us.

Leave us a gift in your will
If getting your will sorted out is on your to - do list this
year, then please do consider leaving a 1% gift to the
WEA, and get in touch if you would like to have a code
to complete a will for free with our charity partner,
Farewill.

WEA PEOPLE

THE WEA’S
MAGIC!

J

ackie Depelle,
longstanding WEA
tutor, shares why she
thinks the WEA is quite so
special and how she slowly,
but surely got drawn into
the WEA family.
Despite having taught for the WEA
since 1990 my WEA membership
is comparatively recent, greatly
encouraged by the feedback from
students. They have found the wide
range of topics in the exclusive
member lectures stimulating and
informative and are glad to give
something back.
I discovered the WEA through my first
job at a Further Education College in
the 1970s. A regular task was to type
pages of day and night-time courses
costing £1.00 a term! These were then
cut and pasted (scissors and glue)
onto sheets creating brochures for
circulation. Like now, these courses
led to new skills, employment,
meaningful leisure time, therapy and
lifetime friendships. I could never
have foreseen the impact the WEA
would have on my life and my family’s,

enabling me to develop, motivate,
educate and support students and
members.
Fast forward 20 years or so, during
a wave of national employment
cutbacks my Office Administration
career came to a sudden halt and
I was out of work. Determined to
make the most of a difficult situation,
fate took a hand. The WEA’s
Yorkshire & Humber region made
an appeal for new History Tutors.
So a second career evolved, the
WEA facilitating an Adult Education
teaching qualification, support,
encouragement and the opportunity
to change people’s lives locally,
nationally and now globally.
After two years of developing the
course, we developed “Armchair
Walks”. In many ways, this was a
forerunner of Zoom presentations.
We took learners on photographic
walks, observing the architecture,
horticulture, industry, people and
scenery.
This meant that students and WEA
members who were not so mobile
were able to re-visit locations no
longer accessible to them. Meanwhile,
those who were more agile, were able
to follow up the sessions with family
and friends.
In the Summer, we went out to
attract new people onto the
course. And, when we ran them we
ensured practical safety skills were
incorporated. This included; circular
routes, lunch locations, toilet stops,
road crossings, back markers and
historic handouts to ensure the
discoveries could be recalled.
Keen to develop teaching and extend
the opportunities to bring more
people to the WEA came with the
explosion of interest in Family History
research. The basic skills of which
can be shared more or less anywhere
taking into account regional
variations. From two courses a term
we were able to offer, at peak, 15
classes a week which took in computer
sessions and eventually a course for
the University of Huddersfield. My

teaching career had come full circle
thanks to the WEA.
With extensive Family History student
numbers the word spread, and
WEA branches were able to launch
other courses thanks to increased
circulation lists. The areas in which
I could deliver courses expanded.
The esteem and respect in which
the WEA is held opening doors to
deliver courses in Archives, Country
Houses, Museums, Galleries and
present at National and International
Conferences even on a cruise ship.
Absolutely wonderful to follow in the
footsteps of Royal Navy ancestors
though sails and guns had long gone.
For students, group visits can be
organised to repositories with
Curators and Archivists sharing
knowledge, demonstrating
conservation skills ensuring materials
such as paintings, textiles, paper
and ephemera and now digital
media survive for future generations.
Students have gone on to create
their own WEA courses, running
research businesses, undertaking
academic qualifications, supporting
voluntary projects, developing
bespoke software, the list goes
on. Family Historians learn history
from the bottom up and today have
the opportunity to influence and
collaborate with academics – it’s a
wonderful world.
It’s important to be a member of the
WEA for many reasons, especially
supporting the WEA to remain a
great form of support and inspiration
for generations of future students.

Jackie Depelle

WEA Family History Tutor
yourfairladies.co.uk (made through WEA
Create Your Own Website course)

I could never have
foreseen the impact
the WEA would have
on my life
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WEA IMPACT

The
WEA
Advocate
and what’s
available to you
Our students, members and
volunteers regularly tell us how
much they love to champion
the WEA, and you do a pretty
important job for us. Thank
you!
So, we’ve been having a think
about how we can help you do
this. Here are a few things we
hope could be useful:

DID YOU KNOW
THAT LAST YEAR…
We taught 28,219 students
We ran 87,914 courses
We had more than
6,000 members
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Opportunities
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OUR IMPACT REPORT –
A YEAR TO REMEMBER
This year’s report summarises the huge
challenge facing the UK in 2021 and how the
WEA has a great track record in meeting our
students’ needs and helping them meet their
goals. If you love emailing your network, why
not add a link wea.org.uk/about-us/impact
into your email signature, or post on social
media about your pride in the organisation,
using the link.

OUR ADVOCACY PACK – BRINGING THE
WEA EXPERIENCE AND IMPACT TO LIFE
Do you ever find yourself wanting to bring up
the WEA on work or social Zoom calls, but don’t
quite know what to say? Then download this
handy presentation pack at wea.org.uk/weaadvocacy-pack. The slide deck talks about our
mission, the WEA learning experience, and sets out
our impact from providing joy to thousands through
our liberal arts curriculum to supporting mental and
physical health and developing employability skills
for those who need it most. You’ll have great visuals
and a number of bullet points to help you articulate
our offer and impact.
Or you may more simply need an elevator pitch –
how to describe in a minute why people might want
to study with the WEA or become a member?
Our suggestion can be found at wea.org.uk/
elevator-pitch

KNOWLEDGE OF OUR
MARKETING CAMPAIGNS
There’s no better advocate for our courses than
you as students, volunteers and members, but
what you won’t always know is what’s on near
you and nationally through our online provision.
If you have opted into receiving marketing
contact, every few months you will receive a
‘Community Enews’ from us, where we will share
details of our forthcoming campaigns. We are
also in the process of enabling your local
branches to communicate with recent students
news of courses and events running close to you.

You can sign up to receive these branch
contacts by updating your student record
online or by calling our support services
team on 0300 303 3464.

It’s your time to discover a new you
#itsyourtime

2 22

thewea.info/yourtime2022

My New Year

My resolution is

OUR STANCE ON PUBLIC
FUNDING OF EDUCATION
The demand on the public purse has exploded
with the impact of the pandemic, so it may be
challenging to keep adult education high on
the agenda with so many competing priorities.
There’s much said about levelling up and even
the odd commitment to lifelong learning, but
the policy and funding environment is about to
change. You can find out how the WEA is
campaigning on behalf of adults who need
education at low cost, and what our response
is to policy developments by reading our
regular blogs wea.org.uk/news-events/blogs
and following us on Twitter twitter.com/
WEAadulted @WEAadulted.

Please do share our messages
with your network.

CONVERSATION STARTERS
If you haven’t yet followed us on social media
then you are missing a treat! Regularly we
have a ‘Thought for the week’ to provoke
debate and discussion, accompanied by a
longer-form ‘Food for thought’ article on our
website wea.org.uk/thoughtoftheweek
which explores and unpacks the issue. One of
the most difficult things is knowing how to
drop your WEA plug into everyday
conversation – hopefully, these stimulating
topics will make this much easier.
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Where there’s
a will, there’s
the WEA…
Leaving 1% to the WEA
in your will could give
the gift of learning to
someone in the future.

Visit farewill.com/giftoflearning1 to
make a will for free, and ensure the
future of learning for years to come.
If you would like more information or talk this through
please contact Louisa on LMclellan@wea.org.uk
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WEA QUIZ

Brainteaser break
sūdoku) can be a relaxing way to stretch your brain.

Sudoku (

Whether enjoying your morning cuppa or commuting into work, take a few
minutes to give your logic skills a workout.
We have prepared a Sudoku both an easier and a trickier version for those
who like a challenge.
Remember to solve the puzzle, each row must contain the numbers from 1 to
9, without repetitions you must fill in all the empty squares without using the
same numeral twice in each column, row, or box, and without changing the
numerals that are already in the grid.
Good luck!
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SOLUTIONS

Did you know doing puzzles every morning can help to ‘wake up’ your brain and
get you ready for the day ahead?
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Be an
early
bird...

...to take advantage
of being a WEA
member and get
priority booking for
courses in June.

Courses go live for priority
booking on 27th June 2022.
Want to learn with family
and friends?
All they need to do is apply for
membership by 12th June to
access early enrolment.
thewea.info/membershiphighway

